Stem Cells


Stem cells are a topic over which many people argue, politicians, priests, doctors, even Phil your next door neighbor. Everyone has their own opinion on stem cells, some opinions will be well-based, while others will be based on inaccurate assumptions. Embryonic stem cells are cells which can morph into any organ or muscle in the human body. They are what make you different from your next door neighbor, Phil. So the topic at hand, what is a stem cell? Why don't people like stem cells? Why do people like stem cells? What should my unbiased mind believe about stem cells?


The Wikipedia definition of a stem cell; “Stem cells are cells that are able to differentiate into specialized cell types but also retain the ability to renew themselves through cell division.” So a stem cell is basically a cell that can turn into any type of cell that your body needs. Stem cells can turn into a muscle or even a bone, and they can also reproduce through cell division. Currently, the most common way to get stem cells is through the destruction of a human embryo, these stem cells had been used in the United States to help develop cures hundreds of deadly diseases. Since the ban on stem cell procurement in the United States was passed, one bill which would have allowed Federal funding for stem cell research passed through the Congress, but the bill was the first bill vetoed by President George W. Bush.


Many people have differing reasons to dislike stem cell research, some of them are horribly wrong, but others have a basis of fact behind them. First, some people believe that aborting a baby is murder. The problem with that statement is that according to a commonly-held scientific belief, homo-sapien life begins when brainwaves and heartbeats develop. This happens during the 9th week of pregnancy, that means, that embryos are not technically viable humans. The Wikipedia definition of murder states; “Murder is the unlawful and intentional killing of a human being by another.” So it isn't murder because embryos are not human beings. Next, some people believe that the cost of the life of a future American before it is born is much more costly than the benefits from the cures it can provide. There are an estimated 400,000 unused embryos in the United States alone. The majority of these embryos are from In Vitro Fertilization. This process generates huge numbers of unused embryos which are either placed in storage or are destroyed. Now, would you rather see unused embryos be used to cure a close family member's deadly disease, or would you rather they sit uselessly in storage? The fact is, In Vitro Fertilization kills many more future Americans then stem cell research ever will. Lifting the ban on stem cell research means that researchers can use those unused embryos to potentially cure you or your child of a disease he or she might have in the future.


Why should you even care about stem cell research? As an example, in America there are approximately 3,700 abortions every single day or about 1.35 million abortions per year. You know what happens to that future American upon an abortion? They are disposed of. If we can't destroy an embryo for it's stem cells, why not use readily available aborted embryos for the needed stem cells? The woman has made up her mind, so why not take the stem cells from her embryo for use in research? That way we aren't killing anyone, and the needed supply of aborted embryos is met. Plus, once you've got a working stem cell line, they multiply (actually they divide) and the number of actual embryos required would decrease dramatically. The number of cured because of stem cell research would be tremendous. People with life threatening illnesses can be cured, they will be able to spend time with their family and friends that, today, they could not expect. All of this is possible, because we actually did something with the embryo, instead of throwing it away. The current administration of the United States is being foolish by letting other countries move forward with stem cell research, while we lag behind, because of an uncalled-for ban on the procurement of stem cells, when all they had to do was ban the destruction of embryos for the sole purpose of obtaining stem cells.


While many people may disagree with me, politicians, priests, doctors, and, don't forget your neighbor, Phil, these people are always entitled to their own opinion. The facts show that stem cells can help provide a safe way to help cure today's deadliest illnesses. If you do not want to kill an embryo for stem cell research, then you do not have to kill an embryo to obtain stem cells. If you can do the same thing without directly killing an embryo, why wouldn't you? The law that is stopping Federally-funded stem cells is seriously flawed, and the only way to ensure a long and prosperous life for as many people as possible is to change the law. The sooner the laws get changed, the sooner everyone is to dying naturally of old age instead of from a horrific disease.

